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	COMPRESSED AIR CHECKLIST

	Compressed Air Hazards
	Yes
	No

	 Have you recognised compressed air hazards and included them in your risk assessments? Check for the 7 key dangers highlighted by the HSE:
1. It can enter body orifices such as the mouth, ears and anus, causing severe and often fatal injuries.
2. At high pressure it can penetrate the skin.
3. Particles or oil carried in an air jet can damage the eyes.
4. Oil-coke deposits in a system can spontaneously ignite and cause an explosion.
5. Tanks and other things that hold compressed air (e.g. tyres) can explode violently if they are damaged or fail under pressure.
6. Dirty or ‘wet’ air can lead to corrosion and blocked valves that can make pneumatic systems unsafe.
7. Hoses that fail under pressure can snake/whiplash, causing injury.
	
	

	 Basics − All Compressors

	· Have you appointed a responsible person to make sure compressors are operated and serviced in accordance with the manufacturer’s guidance?
	
	

	· Are they fitted with a pressure gauge and a safety valve?
	
	

	· Is the drive between the motor and the compressor guarded so that no one can touch moving parts?
	
	

	· Are they sited away from people to minimise the noise hazard, for example, in a separate plant room?
	
	

	· Is there clear access for maintenance checks?
	
	

	· Are they regularly checked by a competent person (the interval will be set in your written scheme of examination under the Pressure Systems Safety Regulations 2000)?
	
	

	· Do you check hoses and pipe work as well as the compressor itself?
	
	

	· Do you have records of all competent person checks and the action you took to rectify any faults found?
	
	

	 Using Compressed Air for Tyre Inflation

	· Do you use cages when inflating any commercial vehicle tyre above 15psi?
	
	

	· Can your staff recognise divided and split rim wheels – and the associated hazard of the wheel parts separating violently during tyre inflation?
	
	

	· Do the air line controls allow the user to stand well back from the tyre being inflated?
	
	

	· Where there is an explosion risk, have you marked the danger area with floor markings?
	
	

	 Training

	· Have you trained all users to appreciate the hazards and given them practical advice on how to work safely with compressed air, for example, ‘never lift a pneumatic tool by the hose’?
	
	

	· Have you prohibited the use of compressed air for the cleaning of clothes and for leak testing?
	
	

	 Technical

	· Have you fitted silencers on pneumatic equipment exhausts?
	
	

	· Where you use air hoses that are >10mm bore, >10m long or at >7bar pressure, do you use self-venting connectors so that downstream pressure is released before they can be disconnected?
	
	

	· If you use compressed air for part or equipment cleaning, have you considered safer alternatives (e.g. vacuuming) and do you use a ‘safety’ type nozzle?
	
	

	· If you have high- and low-pressure systems, are the connectors incompatible or at least colour-coded to minimise the risk of low-pressure equipment being connected to high pressure air?
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