<INSERT ORGANISATION NAME> LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS SAFETY CHECKLIST

LPG fuels such as butane and propane are used in almost every type of workplace, with cylinders and bulk tanks the most common means of supply and storage. But, by its nature, LPG will add to your fire risk and, what’s more, it can only be used safely if its particular properties are known, recognised and respected. Use our practical checklist below to verify that your workers are taking the correct precautions.
Note: LPG includes butane (often in blue cylinders or cartridges) and propane (often in red or orange cylinders), and mixtures of the two. For health and safety purposes, the properties are the same.

	LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS SAFETY CHECKLIST

	1. Know and Respect its Properties
	Yes
	No

	All LPG is extremely flammable: its flashpoint is -60°C or less, so at room temperature it’s very easy to ignite. So:

	Do you use LPG in a well-ventilated area away from sources of ignition?
	
	

	Do you always check for leaks with soapy liquid (look for bubbles) and never with a match or other source of ignition?
	
	

	If you suspect a leak, do you move the equipment into the fresh air, if it’s safe and possible to do so?
	
	

	If this isn’t possible, do workers know to open windows and doors and not operate any light or other electrical switches?
	
	

	Do you display warning signs wherever LPG is stored?
	
	

	LPG vapours are heavier than air. In a spill or leak, vapours will sink to the floor, enter gullies, drains and basements and accumulate (explosion hazard). So:

	Do you have good low-level ventilation to allow vapours to disperse safely?
	
	

	Are cylinders always changed in a well-ventilated space, preferably in the open air?
	
	

	Release of pressure (for example, by opening the valve) causes the stored liquid to evaporate into gas. This evaporation causes cooling. Ice can form on the cylinder body causing cold burns. So:

	Have workers been warned of this hazard and do they always wear gloves when handling cylinders in use?
	
	

	All gas appliances can give off toxic carbon monoxide if poorly maintained or used without enough ventilation. So:

	Do you make sure there is enough fresh air wherever LPG equipment is operated?
	
	

	Do you ensure all stoves and heaters are serviced/checked in accordance with the manual from the supplier/manufacturer?
	
	

	Do you check ventilators are clear and unobstructed?
	
	

	 2. LPG in Cylinders

	Do workers know that the first thing to do in a fire is to shut off the cylinder valve, as long as this can be done safely?
	
	

	Do you avoid connecting an LPG supply to an appliance designed for natural gas (the two are not compatible)?
	
	

	Do you only use hoses designed for LPG (colour-coded orange) and check they are in good condition/secure?
	
	

	Do you keep cylinders away from sources of heat such as boilers and flues?
	
	

	Do you store spare cylinders in a secure place in the open air?
	
	

	 3. LPG in Bulk Tanks

	Are rubbish and combustible material kept well away from the tanks and its pipe work?
	
	

	Do you keep the gate (or, if no fenced compound, the tank valve cover) locked?
	
	

	Does everyone, other than those directly involved, stay well clear when deliveries are made?
	
	

	Is work on the installation only done by people authorised by the tank owner?
	
	

	Are sources of ignition banned anywhere near the tank or gas pipe work?
	
	

	Do you contact the LPG supplier immediately if you have any health and safety concerns?
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